
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Father and Daughter Starting G20 Justice Ride on June 8, 2015 

Ridgeville, Ontario, Canada- During the 2010 G20 Summit in Toronto, Ontario, John Pruyn and his 

daughter, Sarah Pruyn, were wrongfully assaulted and detained in cages at a make-shift detention centre in 

the city. 

 

John's story is particularly harrowing as security forces ripped off his artificial leg, beat him and dragged him 

around until he bled. At the time John’s story made international headlines. All of this took place at Ontario’s 

Queen’s Park, an area federal government security forces sanctioned as a “designated protest zone”. Citizens 

were led to believe that assemblies and rallies that took place there during the G20 Summit would be 

respected by police.  

 

Instead, John, who was never arrested or charged, was attacked, robbed, beaten and stuffed in a police wagon, 

brought to the detention centre and detained for about 28 hours. His money, walking sticks and prescription 

glasses were taken or stolen by security forces and never returned. His Charter and disability rights were 

stripped away. 

 

Sarah was sitting with her father when she was dragged away by her hair and charged with obstruction of 

justice and breach of peace. She was detained at the centre for twenty-seven hours before she was released 

and her charges dropped. The overwhelming majority of those arrested also had their charges dropped. 

 

The misuse of power by Harper’s security services was committed on a mass scale during the G20 Summit 

and later described by Ontario Ombudsman Andre Morin as “what can happen when civil rights are 

subverted to other government interests.” This has led many to believe that the violence was intentional and 

used to deter people from exercising their rights as citizens to participate in political rallies in the future.  

 

To date there has been no apology from the federal government or inquiry into the events of the G20 Summit 

weekend.  

 

This spring and summer John and Sarah Pruyn will be biking across Canada asking for an independent public 

inquiry at the federal level into the conduct of security forces at the G20. The start date is June 8 at Elizabeth 

May’s constituency office in Sidney BC and will end in St John’s Newfoundland. They will be stopping at 

MP offices and various police detachments along the way to invite them to sign the G20 Justice Petition.  

 

The petition calls for an independent federal inquiry into the actions of the security forces during the G20 

Summit, including: 

 

 The attacks, violent actions, kettling, arrests and detentions: at the designated demonstration site in 

Queen’s Park; at the Novotel on the Esplanade; at the University of Toronto; outside the Eastern 

Avenue Detention Centre; at Queen Street West and Spadina Avenue; and of people in Toronto who 

were not involved in the G20. 

 The treatment of people in the Eastern Avenue Detention Centre and the conditions in the centre. 

 

 The charging of people with “breach of peace”, “obstruction of justice” and “resisting arrest” in order 

to incarcerate hundreds of people at a time. 

 

 Undercover police offers acting as activists and/or protestors leading up to and during the summit. 



 

 

Please do what is best for Charter, disability, human and civil rights, and sign the petition. 

 

For more information on the petition and John and Sarah’s cross-Canada bike trek for justice contact John 

and Sarah Pruyn at g20justiceride@gmail.com  

 

Visit their website at g20justiceride.wordpress.com 

 

Follow them on Instagram @g20justice 
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